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EAST TEXAS
BY THE EDITOR
The Community Council of Houston County has prepared a brochure
which locates many historical sites in Crockett and in the county. The
brochure invites individuals to visit Crockett, "Paradise in the Pines," and
gives a brief history of the city. The Texas State Historical Survey Com~
mittee has awarded four homes in and near Crockett with medallions.
These homes are: the Rush Taylor home, the J. G. Waller home, the
Charles Bartlett home, and the R. F. Foley home.

The Gregg County Historical and GenealoKical Society was organized
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in April, 1963 with thirteen members. The membership has grown to
sixty·iive members. It is a very active group.
On the invitation of the Jefferson Pilgrimage committee, the Gregg
County Historical and Genealogical Society has entered a float in the 1965
annual Jefferson Pilgrimage parade.
The Gregg County group has also acquired a number of taped interviews which were made by the Junior Chamber of Commerce several years
ago. Many who were interviewed are deceased and the taped interviews
have become valuable history.
The Gregg family, for whom the county was named, have presented
the society with a handsome oil painting of their ancestor General John
Gregg. This painting has been placed in the Nicholson Memorial Library.
The society is also interested in Indian artifacts and documents and
an interesting colleetion has been acquired. Calvin Jones, an archaeologist from the University of Oklahoma, estimates there were at least 150
Indian camp sites in Gregg County.
Biographical sketches of the families of each member of the society
have been requested and as the sketches are received. they are added to
the archives collection.
A recent project is to mark the Cherokee Trace through Gregg County.
Boy Scout Troop 258 is cooperating in this project.
Data is also being collected on the Fredonia Townsite which was located near the Sabine River bridge on the Old Kilgore Road. Through
Howard Coghlan, of the Longview Chamber of Commerce, the society has
secured photographs of the early history of the East Texas Oil Fields.
In 1964, the officers of the Gregg County Historical and Genealogical
Society were:
Mrs. B. Franklin, Jr., President
Mrs. Paul B. Belding, Vice-President
Mrs. Mildred Thompson, Recording Secretary
Mrs. Frances Bristow, Corresponding Secretary and Tl'easurer

The Texas Gulf Historical Society was organized in Beaumont on November 9, 1964. This addition to the community of historical societies will
maintain its office in Beaumont and has announced its purpose to be the
study. compilation. and preservation of historical records of the Texas Gulf
region. The officers of the new organization are: Lipscomb Norvell, president; Tassie Polk Jones, vice-president; Mary Fletcher, secretaryj and
Albert Livesay, treasurer. The society plans to publish articles of historical significance in a semi-annual publication, the Record. For the direction of this publication a board of editors has been selected: Alyce
McWilliams, managing editor; Mary Lipscomb Reed, associate editor;
Andrew J. Johnson, associate editor. Besides Johnson three other mem-
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bers of the Lamar faculty have been appointed to the society's editorial
hoard: Dr. Ralph Wooster, Dr. Earl W. Farnell, and Dr. Paul Issac.
An initial project of the society will be the collection of biographic and
bibliographic information which is not presently available in the Texas
Gulf region. In the spring of 1965 the society plans to complete a bia~
graphic survey as well as bibliographic survey among its membership. In
the next two years, with cooperative assistance beyond Jefferson County, it
is hoped to direct such a project into a "Resea:rch Index of Historial Material of the Texas Gulf."
The newly appointed Anderson County Historical Survey Committee
consis'l;s of: Mrs. Johnnie McDonald Ballard, president; Joe Bailey Parker,
vice-president j Mrs. Harold Dietz, secretary; and Nian Thompson, treasurer.
Bonner Frizzell in reviewing the work of the committee stated that
medaBions have been secured for the Howard house, the Pilgrim Church at
Elkhart, and the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Palestine. Frizzell
noted that approval had been given for marking sites in the county as the
Old Salt Works, the Mound-Prairie Institute, and for the rifle factory
which was used for making arms for the Confederacy.
The Committee also will study the possibility of marking the grave of
Cynthi(t Ann Parker, the old Elkhart Cemetery, the Ioni Post Office, the
house in Frankston where the sister of Colonel James W. Fannin lived,
and the old brush arbor at Brushy Creek.

The Camp County Historical Society has secul'ed a marker in memory
of John Lafayette Camp for whom the county was named. The marker
secured in 1964 is one and one-half miles north of Pittsburg on Highway
271.
Making use of the foundry which is still in use in Pittsburg a Mr. Cannon in 1902, built what he called the Ezekiel Airship. His biggest problem
was the plane would not fly.
Mrs. Floyd Berry is president of the Camp County Historical Society.

JaElper County not only has an Historical Survey Committee, but also
has an active archaeological society.
In llovember, 1964, the Jasper County Historical Survey Committee
met with the Newton County Historical Survey Committee to aid the Newton Committee in its organization. Tentative plans were made to organize a
Jasper-Newton County Historical Association.
In 1936, a Texas Centennial marker honoring Stephen Williams, an
Americun Revolutionary soldier, was placed on the Stephen Williams
homesite. The once well traveled Jasper-Belgrade road that went past the
Williams homesite has long since given way to the encroaching forest,
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but for many years the marker site could be approached from either the

Jasper·Newton road or the Jasper-Beaumont road.

These approaches,

however, for a number of years have become impassable.
The Temple Industries, present owners of the old Williams homesite,
either never knew or had forgotten the contributions of Stephen Williams
to American history and to Texas history. When appraised of the significance of the Williams marker, Garland Bridger, of Jasper, and Temple's
resident forester became interested and with the assistance of County
Commissioner Albert Snell, and the Temple Industries, the area around
the marker has been beautified and an all-weather road and a bridge
across Walnut Run Creek have made the Williams marker accessible from
either of the Jasper roads.
For many years it was believed that only one American Revolutionary
War soldier, Stephen Williams, was buried in Texas, and this grave is in
Jasper County. Wesley W. Felts, of Houston, after careful research has
established the fact, however, that Thomas C. Holmer, who is buried near
Farrsville in Newton County, was also an American ReVOlutionary War
soldier.
Interestingly enough both Williams and Holmes were born in North
Carolina, but Holmes enlisted in South Carolina and was an express rider
and private in Captain Ben Harrison's Company, First South Carolina
Regiment, commanded by Colonel C. Pinkney which was a part of the
command of General Francis Marion.
A bronze marker has been received for Holmes' grave but cannot be
placed on the grave at the present beo:ause the gra¥.e is accessible only in
dry weather.
The Hunt County Historical Society had as its 1964 theme, URelated
History with Adjacent Counties." Historians from Collin, Fannin, and
Hopkins counties were guest speakers. The Hunt County Historical Survey Committee has recommended the purchase (If markers for the graves
cf William Lane, the first Anglo-American born in Hunt County, and for
Mrs. Sallie P. Carlisle, who was the first woman to hold a public elective
office in Texas. The committee has also asked for a marker commemorating the fact that the Greenville Electric Light Plant, which was constructed in 1891, was the first municipally owned and operated light plant
in Texas.
Fletcher Warren is president of the Hunt County Historical Society.

The Montgomery County Historical Survey Committee has added
twenty-eight microfilms to the research center in the Montgomery County
Library. This completes the census of all counties in Texas for the 1850,
1860, and 1870 census, and includes the 1880 census of the counties which
surround Montgomery County. Among several books added to the library
is An Abstroct of the o'riginal Land Titles of Records in the General Land
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The Historical Society is actively preparing for the eleventh annual
Texas Treku to Anderson, in Grimes County, and to Montgomery in
Montgomery County for Sunday, April 25. This event has become more
popular each year and the two towns were hosts to some 1500 visitors in
1964. The Society hopes to have several publications (mimeographed)
ready for sale at the "Trek."

U

Mrs. Smith Owen, of Montgomery, is chairman of the Montgomery
County Historical Survey Committee.

With over 140 members and now entering into the seventh year ot
activity at Tyler, the Smith County Historical Society and Survey Com~
mittee continues its progress. Primary objectives for 1965 include the
publishing of Smith County history through the Society's semi-annually
inued magazine, Chronides of Smith CmJ-nty, and the assembly of Archives, properly catalogued and indexed.
The Fan, 1964, issue of Chronicles included articles on the court houses
of Smith County, Scrip Money of Smith County, The Dean Family History,
and other items. By use of lithography a special reprint of some rare
item is featured in each issue.
Programs held each month have been outstanding this past year. Pro·
gram subjects included: I<Smith County Schools-Then and Now," film of
the Virginia Civil War Commission titled, "Stonewall Jackson's Way,"
"Norwegians in East Texas," HOld Jimtown," ·"Postal History of East
Texas" and UEducators and Edifices in Tyler Schools." These meetings
are usually held in the Goodman House in Tyler, an ante-bellum structure
owned by the City of Tyler and housing the free Museum of the Society.
The guest register of this Museum shows an average of 1,000 visitors each
month with conducted tours of school-age groups a popular feature. Under direct sponsorship of the Junior League of Tyler, the Goodman House
has received a complete renovation and restoration which has brightened
the structure. Cost of this project to the Junior League exceeded $5,000.00.
A Medallion Plaque was awarded by the Society to commemorate this
outstanding home.
The Society sponsored a Photo Contest jointly with the Tyler Camera
Club with prizes yet to be announced to the winners, with all photographs
limited to old homes and other historical sites of Smith County. All photographs remain the property of the Society for Archive storage.
Microfilm rolls which have been donated to the Tyler Carnegie Library
have proved very valuable to researchers. In 1965 the Society's collection
which has already been catalogued also will be microfilmed for ready
access to the public.
James Wilkins, 1964 president of the Smith County Historical Society,
moved in 1965 to the Board of Directors for a three (3) year term, joining
Paul Lutz and Jack Greer on this Board. Wilkins was succeeded in the
presidency by Morris S. Burton for 1966. Howard Pollan was selected
as vice-president, Mary Jane McNama, secretary, and Colonel C. E.
Parker as treasurer. During 1964, this Society was recognized by

68

East Texas' Historical Journal

the Internal Revenue Service as a non-profit educational organization
and this permits contributions to the Society to be deductible by donors,
and for bequests, legacies, transfers or gifts to either the Society or for
its use to be deductible for federal estate and gift tax purposes.

President Seth Walton, of the East Texas Historical Association, not
only is a faithful member of the Harrison County Historical Association,
but during his administrations, has represented the East Texas Association
at several important functions. One such function was a Naples on December 30, 1964, when a marker was dedicated in honor of Senator Morris Sheppard.
The Harrison County Historical Association held its November meeting
in the new sub~county courthouse in Waskom. The meeting was so well
attended that the society has decided to hold meetings in other communi~
ties of the county. The program at the Waskom meeting was arranged by
Mrs. Inez Hughes, of Marshall.
On December 19, 1964, the new Harrison County Courthouse was ofli~
cially opened. The main speaker was Dr. Howard C. Bennett, President
uf East Texas Baptist College. Dr. Bennett received much of his back~
ground information on the county courthouses of Harrison County from
Eugene Spruell, President of the Harrison County Historical Association.
The Society publishes the Harrison County Historical Herald.. The
December issue featured, with pictures, the different county courthouses.
This issue was completely sold out.

The Historiciil Survey Committee of Bowie County is interested in
marking Trammel's Trace. In the section of the East Texas Historical
Journal of October, 1964, called "East Texas Colloquy," Marion County is
shown as also being interested in charting this important trace. Harrison
and Rusk societies are also interested in Trammel 'B Trace.

The deed to the old Panola County jail has been presented to Miss Margie Neal by Mayor Drew Woods of Carthage as a site for a proposed Panola
County Museum. The creation of a county museum has been a long time
dream of Miss Neal and as the Dollas Morning News observed, with Miss
Neal's leadership the museum would soon become a fact.
The museum is sponsored by the Carthage Book Club which has served
Panola County in many ways. Miss Neal is a charter member of the club
and was the leader of many of its outstanding programs.
Because of Miss Neal's service to the county and to Texas and the
nation she has been elected lifetime chairman of the museum board.
Other museum officers are: Travis Williamson, Dean of Panola College,
pl'esident j Miss Bernice Lee Collins, corresponding secretary; and nan
Shaw, treasurer. The board of directors include: Rob Trimble, Tom Bank~
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head, Herman Jacobs, Dan Shaw, Judge Leroy LaSalle, Mrs. R. P. Ash,
Mrs. Sam Perlman, and Mrs. W. P. Owens.
The old jail was constructed in 1891 out of native brick, and is the

oldest publie building in the county.

Old Panola County Jail

The Cass County Historical Survey Committee has received a medallion
for the Smith-Hoyt-Young home in Atlanta. The committee is investigat·
ing other sites for th.e purpose of erecting historical markers.
Trammel's Trace across the county has been located, but not marked.

A meeting of Texas State Historical Committees representing sixteen
counties met in Jefferson, January 16, 1965. Mrs. Dan Lester is general
chairman of the sixteen county region. Judge D. H. Boone spoke on
·"Trammel's Trace Through East Texas." The county reports showed
'€nthusiasm, and indications are that the sixteen county district is better
-organized than in the past.
The Jessie Allen Wise Garden Club, of Jefferson, will hold its annual
historical pilgrimage April 30, May 1 and 2. Eight lovely old ante-bellum
homes will be open to visitors, and several of the old homes still contain
their original furniture. A parade sponsored by the J efierson Chamber
of Commerce, at 10:00 A.M., April 30, will officially open the pilgrimage~
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Downtown store windows will display century-old heirlooms and hostesses
dressed in ante-bellum costumes will greet the visitors.
The Excelsior House, which has been in cons.tant operation
1850's, the Jay Gould railroad car, the Jefferson museum, old
boat rides, and the Diamcnd Bess Murder Tri'.Ll, a play based on
murder and which will be given nightly during the pilgrimage,

since the
churches,
a famous
are other

attractions.
Interest in the objectives of the Tyler County Historical Society has
increased in the last two years. The society is attempting to locate the
historical sites in the county so that they may be properly marked, for
the benefit of the county residents, and for tourists.
Markers have been placed on the "Tolar Kitchen" which is now a part
of HHeritage Garden," and on the James Barclay house which is the oldest
house in Tyler County to have been lived in continuously by the descendants of the original builder.
A small park has been built and a. marker will be placed on the site
where the Alabama-Coushatta Indians lived in Tyler County before being
moved to the present reservation in Polk County. The park and marker
will be dedicated in the spring of 1965. A small park with a marker also
will be built on the site of Fort Teran.
Plans are being formulated by the Tyler County Historical Society to
sponsor its First Annual Historical Tour. The Historical Tour will be
held as a part of the Dogwood Festival which is ~lways on the last Saturday in March. Transportaiton will be furnished for the tour and
will include a visit to the Indian Ball Park Yard, the James Barclay
house, the Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation Museum, Fort Teran,
and the Clyde Gray Studio and uHeritage Garden." The tour will probably begin at the Allan Shivers Library. A box lunch will be available
and the tour will last about four hours.

Walker County Historical Survey Committee for 1965 consists of the
following:
James E. Farris
Chairman
1502 Avenue N

Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. L. B. Baldwin
Hwy. 19
Huntsville, Texas
Dr. Joseph L. Clark
1421 14th Street
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. Alton Farris
1707 11th Street
Huntsville, Texas

Mrs. A. E. Cunningham
Vice Chairman

1711 Pleasant
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. E. R. Berry
1109 Ave. K
Huntsville, Texas
Miss Mary Estil
1699 Block Ave. K
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. C. R. Hackney
P. O. Box 589
Huntsville, Texas
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Mrs. Joe Kirk
1502 22 Street
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. Thomas F. Richardson
2120 Avenue Q
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. W. T. Robinson
2222 Robinson Way
Huntsville) Texas
Dr. Feral Robinson
809 19th Street
Huntsville) Texas
Dr. Mac Woodward
2200 Robinson Way
Huntsville, Texas

71

Mrs. Clyde Hall
1807 Ave. P
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. Earl Huffor
2027 Ave. Q
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. T. E. Humphrey
P. O. Box 870
Huntsville, Texas
Mr. Gibbs Vinson
1507 Avenue 0
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. D. H. Fisher
1422 20,", Street
Huntsville, Texas

The James Haggard Chapter, Colonial Dames XVII Century of Nacogdoches, has planned its HSixth Annual Tour" of outstanding homes and
historic places for April 24 and 25. Hotel Fredonia will be tour headquarters, and tickets may be purchased at the hotel or from Mrs. Guy Blount,
707 North Street, Nacogdoches.

As a courtesy Stephen F. Austin State College is offering a tour of
the campus as the first feature of the Nacogdoches tour. Busses will leave
Hotel Fredonia at 8:30 and 10:30 Saturday morning for the two hour
tour of the campus. College history professors will serve as guides for
the tour and will point out interesting sites from the hotel to the campus.
The busses will stop briefly at interesting eampus buildings. Members
representing different sororities on the campus will ,serve as guides
through the new two million dollar Co1lege Center. An informal coffee
will be served in the Starlight Room in the College Center. Hostesses for
the coffee will be members of the Women's Faculty Club. The Paul S.
Boynton Library on the campus will be open Saturday, April 25, from
8 :00 A.M. to 1 :80 P.M.
Four historical sites will be included on the tour:
The Old Stone Fort is located on the Stephen F. Austin campus. Built
by Antonio Y'Barbo in the late 1870's, this building was restored by the
st.ate in 1936. In the restoration the original stone was used as much as
possible. The building is now used as a museum of early Texas history.
The old Nacogdoches University Building at Washington Square, now
the Nacogdoches High School campus, is the only building now standing
which was built by a university chartered by the Republic of Texas. The
building is being restored and furnished with furniture of the period.
Oak Grove Cemetery is located at Hospital and LaNana Streets almost
Many Texian heroes are buried here. Here
also are the graves of many prominent families of Nacogdoches and East
Texas.
in the center of Nacogdoches.

The Hoya Memorial Library is at LaNana and Pillar Streets. Built in
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1828 by Adolphus Sterne, Texian patriot and agent of the provisional
government, this home was the center of much political and social activity
during the Texas Revolution, the Texas Republic. and early statehood.
The house has been owned by only two families, the Sternes and the
Hoyas. The Sterne house was donated to the City of Nacogdoches on April
27, 1959, by the Hoya sisters, Mrs. L. B. Mast and Mrs. J. R. Gray, and
by J. R. Gray. The house is attractively furnished with antique furniture,
and Hoya family possessions. It is now known as the Hoya Memorial
Library and is also used as a museum. This house is one of the historic
places in Nacogdoches that is shown annually on the tour of homes.
Among the modern homes shown on the tour is the B. F. Gray home,
605 Sarah Ann Street. This home will be converted into a veritable museum for the display of the Gray collection of rare and unusual articles
which have been gathered from countries around the world. There are
particularly interesting items from Holland, France, Israel, Lebanon, India,
and from different states in Africa. Sketches and moving pictures of
these countries will be shown and the Grays will wear the costume of the
Arab of the Holy Land.

H oya Memorial Library
Other Nacogdoches homes on the tour are:
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Clayton King, 1618 E. Main Street. This
home is completely furnished with fine antiques. Many of the pieces are
most unique in quality.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Wright, 1123 S. Fredonia Street.

This
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home is spacious with soft glowing colors in gold tones complementing
modern furnishings. The house sits back at the foot of a terraced hill
~mong many flowering trees and shrubs.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Wright, 1215 Wright Drive. This is a
ranch-style home built of white mason brick. The interior is formal in its
furnishing and color of gold and white. Glass walls overlook the garden.
The Southern Colonial house built by Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Jones near
Lilbert is surrounded by the most beautiful scenic view imaginable. It is
built of antique brick and its interior is built of white treated native pine.
This is a two-story house with many rooms and sliding glass walls which
enable one to enjoy the countryside.
Bateswood, home of Colonel and Mrs. W. B. Bates of Houston, will be
cpen only on Sunday afternoon, April 25th.

Bateswood

The spring meeting of the East Texas Historical Association will be
held at the Tyler Junior College, March 20, 1965.
There are many Important historical sites in and around Tyler. The
Goodman Museum, 624 North Broadway, was pm'chased for a home by
Doctor Samuel A. Goodman on October 29, 1866. On December 16, 1872,
Doctor Samuel A. Goodman transferred the property to his son, Doctor
W. J. Goodman. Sallie, one of the four children of Doctor W. J. Goodman
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married James Hutcheson LeGrand in 1893. Mrs. LeGrand on her death
in 1939 willed the Goodman house and its furnishings to the City of Tyler.
The furnishings are as interesting as the house. In addition to the many
Goodman family pieces the Smith County Historical Society has placed
its collection in the Goodman Museum.

The Good'll'Uln Museum

Camp Ford was the largest prisoner of war camp for Union soldiers
Named in honor of the famous Colonel
John S. (Rip) Ford, the camp at oDe time contained approximately 4700
federals. It also served as a prison for Confederate deserters, northern
west of the Mississippi River.

sympathizers, and individuals accused of being spies.

The prisoners made their own shelter, hence the type of shelter varied
from brush arbors to log cabins.
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The Dewberry House is located about 16 miles southwest of Tyler in
Smith County near the historic Neches Saline. Built in 1854 by John
Dewberry, it is the only two story ante-bellum house still standing in the
('.ounty. Dewberry, ODe of the five commissioners named by the legislature
to locate the town of Tyler, was the largest slave owner in the county.
The house has been the subject of considerable architectural interest and is
regarded as one of the most authentic East Texas plantation houses of
the period.

Dewberry House

Tyler Junior College was established in 1926 as a part of the Tyler
Public School system, and the college classes were held in Tyler High
School buildings. The college operated under this plan until September 1,
1946. On November 13, 1945, the voters established a new independent
Tyler Junior College District and authorized a bond issue for the erection
of a new college plant thus separating the college from the public schools.
The enrollment of the college has increased from the original enrollment
of 200 to more than 2000 students. The college physical plant consists of
nine buildings.
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Tyler has the nation's largest rose gardens which consist of some 35.000
l"Ose bushes and Tyler is the largest rose growing area in the world.
The Tyler Rose Festival is held the third week in each October in Tyler.

Tyler Munidpal Rose Garden

The second annual meeting of the East Texas Historical Association
wa.s held in Nacogdoches, October 10, 1964. Professor Robert W. Glover of
Tyler Junior College was program chairman and presided over the morning
sessions.

The following papers were read:
"History of Caddo Lake" by Frank (Dixie) Smith of Tyler:

UEast Texans in Hood's Texas Brigade" by Colonel Harold B.
Simpson of Hill Junior Collegej
"East Texas Folklore and Music" by Professor F. E. Abernathy
of Lamar College of Technology.
President F. I. Tucker presided at the luncheon and at the business
session. The luncheon speaker, R. Henderson Shuffler, Director of Texana
at the University of Texas, read a paper, "A New Look at Our Texas
Heritage."
Robert W. Glover also presided over an afternoon panel discussion in
which Judge Lester N. Fitzhugh of Dallas, Professor Seth Walton of East
Texas Baptist College, and Professor Archie McDonald of Stephen F. Austin
State College discussed "Suggested Research Topics in East Texas History
and Possible Sources."

